
Resources for the Prelaw Candidate 

The following list of prelaw readings offers prospective law 
students an overview of selected classics and current titles in 
certain subjects: law school and legal education, the legal 
profession, biography, jurisprudence and legal issues, and 
financing a law school education. Some of these publications list 
sources for financial aid, but students will need to call or write the 
individual organizations for the most up-to-date information. 

This list should not be construed as the official bibliography of 
Law School Admission Council or ABA; it is beyond the scope of 
those organizations to provide any sort of definitive catalog of 
prelaw readings. 

Some of these books have already withstood the test of time 
and are as relevant today as when they were first written and 

published generations ago. Examples are Richard Kluger’s Simple 
Justice—a rare glimpse into the private workings and 
deliberations of the Supreme Court, and Karl Llewellyn’s The 
Bramble Bush—a classic study of how legal education shapes our 
legal institutions. 

Some titles simply reflect the most current writing on the 
subjects listed above and are not necessarily recommended 
simply because they appear on this list. It will be up to you to 
search out the titles that pique your interest and make your own 
determination of their worth. The aim of our list is merely to give 
you a head start. We hope that those interested in pursuing legal 
studies will find the issues raised and the ideas discussed in these 
works helpful in making the decision to choose law as a career. 
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United States. 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 
USA, 1999. 

Gillers, Stephen, ed. Looking at Law School. 4th rev. ed. New 
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Stevens, Robert. Law School: Legal Education in America from the  
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Carolina Press, 1987. 
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Harvard Law School. New York: Warner Books, 1997. 
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12th ed. London: Sweet & Maxwell, Ltd., 2002. 
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Press, 1996. (First published in 1932.) 
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Fordham University Press, 1997. 

Newton, Jim. Justice for All: Earl Warren and the Nation He 
Made.  New York: Riverhead Books (Penguin), 2006. 
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Off-the-Bench Commentary by the Justices.  Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 1978. 

White, G. Edward. Earl Warren: A Public Life.  New York: 
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New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

Friedman, Lawrence M. Law in America: A Short History. New 
York: Modern Library, 2004. 
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Guinier, Lani. The Tyranny of the Majority: Fundamental Fairness 
in Representative Democracy. New York: Free Press, 1995. 
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New York: Knopf, 1995. 
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Supreme Court. New York: Wiley, 1993. 
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Tribe, Laurence H. God Save This Honorable Court: How the 
Choice of Supreme Court Justices Shapes Our History. 
New York: New American Library, 1986. 

Tushnet, Mark V. Making Civil Rights Law: Thurgood Marshall 
and the Supreme Court, 1936-1961. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1994. 
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———. In Defense of American Liberties: A History of the ACLU. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1990. 

Ward, Artemis, and David L. Weiden. Sorcerers’ Apprentices: 
100 Years of Law Clerks at the United States Supreme Court. 
New ed.  New York: New York University Press, 2007. 

Williams, Patricia J. The Alchemy of Race and Rights. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1991. 

Wishman, Seymour. Anatomy of a Jury. New York: Penguin, 
1987. 

� Fi nanc ing Law School 

Schlachter, Gail Ann. Financial Aid for Women, 2007–2009. El 
Dorado Hills, CA: Reference Service Press, 2007. 
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